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Maurice and Sarah Mason House c. 1910
Clarksburg Vicinity
Private

This two story frame house has been Sserilously altered in recent
years, but its general form still retains that of the original house.
Its facade had three bays, arranged in bilateral symmetry. There were
two rooms down and two up originally. The owners operated a small store
in the house, which was not an uncommon practice in rural communities.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
_GOOD __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story frame house stands on the north side cf Clarlsbureg
~oad, T was dbuilt close to the road. The lawn is in front of it and
the house is shaded by larze oaks. lone of the outhbuildirgs rerain
behind the house and the house has been converted into a rodern dwsllin
The result is that most of the original features of the outside of hls
house have Deen either covered over or removad.

The house stands two storlas in height like the Arthur Gibson house
and its facade contains 3 bays with a door centrallw located, flanked
b two windows on either side., There were two rooms downstairs and two
rooms unstairs, The house was originally 1 hav in depth., There was a
shed porch but that has been removed and has been renlaced by ancther
shed n»orch supnorted by brick pillars. The weatherboards covering the
frame oricinally have been covered over with asbestos sningles. The
rocf is now covered with composition roofing material and the original
windows have been replaced., Louvered snu*ters now accent the windowss
these were probably additions.

Dcsnlte these changes to the house its Porw rerains essentially the
same and should be seen in the context of the other black landOJners
homes in Clarisburg.
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Lccording to the deed 21&/334, this tract of one acre was purchased
b ‘aurice . llason fror James H. and Carsh Purdum in 1210. The house
was probably built at that time. It was the home of a Black landowning
family, who were among the leaders of the Black community in Clarksburg.
They are remembered fondly by the people who Znew them. or exanmple,
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historian, Zthel Ioreman, recalls:

"laurice fason worked in and out of Washington, D.C.
during the 1930's and early 1940's. r. and iirs.

“ason operated a little store and sold ice crean, sodas,
fresh veast for homemade bread, and candy, etc. . irs.
Sarah Ilason served as Recording Cecretary and

Treasurer for the John ¥esley Church for many years.
irs. fason passed on during the 1960's., The couple

had no children.”
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
George V. l’cDaniel, Survevors ¥aren Sewell, Desearch Assistant
ORGANIZATION v DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails January 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box &7 926-4510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson aryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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